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THE AFFILIATION OF TRAINING SCHOOLS 

Long before state registration was dreamed of in this country, the 
affiliation of training schools for the rounding out of the education of 
the nurse was advocated and discussed at various meetings of the Ameri- 
can Society of Superintendents of Training Schools. There were a num- 
ber of such affiliations existing in the past, but with state registration 
the necessity of broadening the training of the nurses in the small and 
certain special schools, in order to meet the requirements for registration 
became -at once apparent. This was specially necessary in New York 
State, where the registration of the training school has, under the re- 
quirements of the law, to precede the registration of its graduates. 

Like all new things, such affiliations have, in the pioneer stage, been 
in many instances far from satisfactory, but we have reason to believe 
that with experience and careful study we are getting to a better condition 
of things. There has been a tendency on the part of some of the schools 
receiving the pupils to use them for the benefit of the hospital, disregard- 
ing the benefit to the nurse, which is the immediate reason for the 
affiliation. Accommodations provided have not always been what they 
should be and little attention has been paid to the theoretical instruction, 
notwithstanding the fact that nurses by such affiliation are losing the 
regular instruction in their own schools. Many of the schools opening 
their doors to such pupils refuse to pay the monthly allowance, where 
such is customary, or to bear any part of the expense of transportation. 

Conditions are, however, improving. We hear of two hospitals 
which, in arranging for affiliation, are making a special point of provid- 
ing reasonably and liberally for such pupils, not only in the way of 
instruction, but in various things pertaining to the comfort of living. 
One of these is the Neurological Institute, New York, with the nursing 
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under the supervision of Miss Hilliard, who has had experience in the 
other side of affiliation while at Dansville, sending her pupils away to 
round out their experience; the other is the New York Nursery and 
Child's Hospital (the old Infant Asylum), where an especially valuable 
obstetrical experience is to be obtained, and where Miss Sharp is giving 
special attention to justice to the pupil as well as service to the hospital. 

Affiliations are always difficult of adjustment, they require patience 
and liberality on the part of the superintendent sending as well as the 
one receiving, they are of mutual benefit, and they are vitally important 
in the whole great scheme of the better education of the nurse of which 
we are all so fond of talking. Most especially in regard to the question 
of discipline, the heads of both schools should confer for the benefit of 
the pupil and of the profession. 

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN MEDICAL AND NURSING ASSOCIATIONS 

Some months ago we advocated a joint board of physicians and nurses 
in each state for the consideration of questions relating to their mutual 
interests. The idea seemed almost too Utopian to be practical, but 
already something of the sort is being worked out in Indiana. 

The State Medical Society has requested the State Nurses' Association 
to co-operate with it along the lines of education and prevention in the 
campaign against preventable blindness and also in the work of securing 
school inspection. The nurses proved themselves ready to help and 
pledged their aid. They will write to their legislators, discuss the ques- 
tions in the homes of their patients, and are ready to sign individually 
the resolutions which will be distributed by the State Board of Health. 

If the energy which is sometimes wasted by certain members of the 
two professions in antagonizing and criticising each other could in such 
manner as this be turned into a united force for the good of the public 
how much might be accomplished! The physicians and nurses of In- 
diana are to be congratulated upon being the pioneers in this har- 
monious relationship. 

When through co-operation such conferences become established, it 
may be possible for the two professions, so united, to thrash out some 
plan for providing nursing care for the great middle class while, at the 
same time, the nurse earns a living wage and saves a little for the future. 

TUBERCULOSIS CONGRESS IN ROME 

The Seventh International Congress on Tuberculosis will be held in 
Eome, Italy, September 24-30, 1911. As we understand the situation, 
up to the present time there has been no definite plan made for a nursing 
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section. We think the nurses of this and other countries will lose a great 
opportunity if they let this meeting pass without provision for a nursing 
programme. 

We want to emphasize what Miss Foley has said in the Department 
of Visiting Nursing in regard to this matter, but it would seem to us 
very necessary that in addition to collecting material, there should be a 
committee to push this matter through, perhaps the committee on 
Tubercular Nursing of the Associated Alumnae will undertake it. We 
do not understand that either Dr. Stella or Miss Gallagher has con- 
sented to work definitely for this purpose. If we are wrong in this, we 
shall be glad to be corrected for the benefit of our readers and of the 
cause. 

THE LETTER DEPARTMENT 

A criticism of the letter department, which recently reached us, 
interested us exceedingly, and we wonder how many nurses would agree 
in the point of view of the person making it. A superintendent, being 
asked to use the Journal more extensively in instructing her senior 
pupils, replied that she could not do so because of the letter department, 
that it contained things she did not wish her pupil nurses to read. What 
things ? we wonder. 

When graduate nurses are asked to tell where they havfe found their 
preparation lacking, they almost always reply that they were not suffi- 
ciently instructed as to the problems and conditions which they meet 
in the homes of their patients, so different from those of an institution. 
Now the letter department is largely made up of communications from 
private duty nurses. It is their mouthpiece, their chance to talk together 
about the actual working conditions of their life. Here are no theories 
or hypothetical cases, but every-day life as the nurse sees it. Could the 
pupil nurse be better prepared to meet such emergencies than by having 
these problems brought up and discussed while she is still in training ? 
If the superintendent does not agree with the point of view expressed by 
some writer, she can help her pupil better by discussing it with her 
frankly than by trying to keep her in ignorance. 

Some of our readers, who are in a position to keep in touch with all 
that is new and interesting in the nursing and medical worlds, may think 
some of the letters prolix and the subjects trivial, but from the corre- 
spondence which constantly reaches our office we know that the discussion 
of these homely problems is of the greatest help to the isolated nurse, 
who has no other way of conferring with her fellow workers. A great 
many nurses read the letter department who do not take time to read 
anything else. 
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PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS 

One of our readers writes that she wishes we might have a department 
for practical suggestions, and sends us several excellent ones which we 
have embodied in the letter department of this issue. For several years 
the Journal published a separate department devoted to just such hints 
and suggestions, but it was given up because it was so very difficult to 
induce nurses to contribute to it. All such contributions are now in- 
cluded in the letter department, where they often form the basis for a 
lively discussion and where they are, we think, more widely read. We 
are always glad to welcome such material. 

ILLUSTRATIONS 

The cost of illustrations makes it impossible for us to produce more 
than three or four in each issue of the Journal. For this reason illus- 
trated articles are sometimes held back until there is space for them, 
several are being so held at the present time. 

The beautiful picture of Miss Hampton and a child patient, which 
accompanies Miss Conover's letter in this magazine, reached us too late 
for the October memorial number, and with another, sent by Dr. Robb, 
is printed on a loose leaf so that nurses may transfer them to that 
number and keep all the Robb memorial material together. 

a nightingale commemoration number 

The January Journal will be largely devoted to articles on Florence 
Nightingale. Some of our nurses who had the privilege of knowing her 
will contribute personal reminiscences and a large part of the invaluable 
addresses given at the time of the Nightingale celebration in New York 
will be included. This will make valuable historical material for nurses' 
libraries, both public and private, and if sufficient orders are received 
in advance to warrant a separate publication, these pages will be bound 
in an appropriate way, separate from the rest of the Journal material for 
that month, and may be purchased for preservation. 

MISS MclSAAC'S TRIP 

This office is hearing most enthusiastic reports of Miss Mclsaac's 
trip through the west. It will be remembered that in this journey she 
acts as field secretary for the Journal, the Red Cross, and the Associated 
Alumnae. At Indianapolis thirty-five nurses enrolled for the Red Cross, 
while subscriptions to the Journal and its Purchase Fund were gratify- 
ing. Exact data from later points are not yet at hand. 
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Miss Mclsaac's itinerary until early December will be found in the 
Official Department and we wish to remind nurses in the territory 
through which she travels that they will miss a great opportunity if they 
do not waylay her in passing. If they will study the itinerary they will 
understand the kind of work she is doing as well as the route she is taking. 

It will hardly be possible for the east to surpass the cordiality of 
the west, but we hope when Miss Mclsaac turns her face in that direction 
she will find as warm a welcome as the west is according her. Our only 
fear is that she may have to end her year's work in a sanitarium to recu- 
perate from the mental and physical effort which her journey is entailing. 

CANADIAN NURSES ELIGIBLE FOR RED CROSS SERVICE 

One of the questions frequently asked the inter-state secretary is 
whether Canadian-born nurses must become naturalized in order to enroll 
for Red Cross service. An inquiry was sent to Washington and elicited 
the following reply from Charles L. Magee, secretary of the American 
Red Cross. 

" Canadian nurses do not have to become naturalized American citi- 
zens before enrolling as American Red Cross nurses. In entering the 
military service in time of war they would, of course, have to take the 
same oath of allegiance to the United States as would other Red Cross 
nurses/' 

NEWS FROM MISS DELANO 

A personal letter from Miss Delano to the editor-in-chief gives a 
most delightful impression of her trip to the Philippines. She has 
been very busily engaged in her official inspections and was planning 
to visit China and Japan, and to make a stop at Fort Bayard, New 
Mexico, before returning to Washington in November. 

PAMPHLET ON MASTURBATION 

Miss Dock reports that so many orders have been received for the 
pamphlet on masturbation that it has been a physical impossibility to 
acknowledge them, and it has been necessary to send to England for a 
second supply of the leaflets. These will be distributed as rapidly as 
possible to those who have sent in orders. 

The protest against the prostitution law of New York State has been 
printed in leaflet form and may be had from Miss Dock at five cents a 
copy. She should be addressed at 265 Henry Street, New York City. 



